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REF: (A) STATE 189627, (B) MOSCOW 1 1550 

1 . PRESS AND CULTURAL COUNSELOR AND PRESS ATTACHE CALLED ON MFA 
PRESS 

DEPARTMENT HEAD VSEVOLOD SOFINSKIY AUGUST 1 1 TO RAISE ISSUE OF 
CORRESPONDENTS' PROBLEMS WITH UPDK OVER RENT INCREASES (REPORTED REF 
B). ALSO PRESENT WERE PRESS DEPARTMENT COUNSELOR VITALIY ZHURAVLEV 
AND NOTETAKER FNU NATALUKHA (NEW MAN AT MFA PRESS WHO REPORTEDLY 
SERVED LENGTHY TOUR AT UN). 

2. P&C COUNSELOR DESCRIBED SITUATION TO SOFINSKIY IN TERMS OUTLINED 
REF B. EMPHASIS WAS PLACED ON UPDK'S APPARENT UNWILLINGNESS TO ENTER 
INTO NEGOTIATIONS WITH CORRESPONDENTS AND BITTERNESS CAUSED AMONG 
CORRESPONDENTS BY INFLEXIBLE ULTIMATA. SOFINSKIY WAS TOLD THAT 
UPDK'S RIGHT TO RAISE RENT WAS NOT IN QUESTION AND THAT EMBASSY DID 
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NOT PROPOSE TO NEGOTIATE ON BEHALF OF CORRESPONDENTS. ALL WE WANT 
IS TO END PRESENT LACK OF COMMUNICATION AND GET BUSINESSLIKE 
DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN UPDK AND CORRESPONDENTS GOING. PRESENT IMPASSE, 
SAID P&C COUNSELOR, IS "POISONING THE ATMOSPHERE." 

3. SOFINSKIY BEGAN HIS REPLY WITH CAVEAT THAT "I DON'T KNOW MUCH 
ABOUT THIS, IT ISN'T MY AFFAIR" BUT THEN PROCEEDED TO DEMONSTRATE 
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ADMIRABLE GRASP OF ISSUE. SOFINSKIY SAID HE HAD RECEIVED LETTER 
SIGNED BY GROUP OF CORRESPONDENTS AND HAD CHECKED WITH UPDK TO 
DISCOVER THAT LATTER ORGANIZATION CLAIMED TO BE READY AND WILLING 
TO DISCUSS PARTICULARS WITH INDIVIDUAL CORRESPONDENTS ONLY. "A 
GROUP LETTER TO UPDK IS NOT GOING TO BE VERY EFFECTIVE," 

SOFINSKIY OPINED. HE ISOLATED TWO POINTS WHICH HE FELT WERE 
IMPORTANT: (A) MATTER WAS BILATERAL, BETWEEN INDIVIDUAL 
CORRESPONDENT AND UPDK. AND (B) CORRESPONDENTS THEMSELVES HAD IN 
EFFECT REJECTED NEGOTIATIONS ON RENT BY "CRUDE, VULGAR AND 
UNCIVILIZED MANNER" IN WHICH THEY RETURNED OR IGNOREDLEASES SENT 
TO THEM BY UPDK. SOFINSKIY ADDED THAT NO ATTEMPT WAS BEING MADE 
TO GET CORRESPONDENTS TO LEAVE USSR - IF THEY DON'T LIKE NEW 
RENTS, HE SUGGESTED, THEY CAN ALWAYS ASK UPDK FOR SMALLER APARTMENTS 
OR MOVE INTO HOTELS. 

4. P&C COUNSELOR DREW SOFINSKIY'S ATTENTION TO WHAT WAS 
OBVIOUSLY MAJOR POINT WHERE SOVIET AND AMERICAN INFORMATION 
DIVERGED: UPDK S READINESS TO TALK. CORRESPONDENTS HAVE 
CONSISTENTLY MAINTAINED THAT UPDK HAS REFUSED ALL ATTEMPTS TO 
DISCUSS ISSUE, WHETHER WITH GROUP OF JOURNALISTS OR INDIVIDUALS. 
SOFINSKIY CONTINUED TO STAND BY HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT UPDK WAS 
EAGER TO NEGOTIATE BUT ASSUMED CORRESPONDENTS WERE UNWILLING TO 
TALK BECAUSE THEY HAD REJECTED DRAFT LEASES. SOFINSKIY SUGGESTED 
THAT BOTH HE AND EMBASSY RECHECK THEIR SOURCES AND TELL THEM WHAT 
THE OTHER SIDE HAD SAID. HE ALSO SAID HE WOULD RAISE MATTER WITH 
UPDK HEAD KUZNETSOV FIRST THING ON MORNING OF AUGUST 12. 
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5. COMMENT: SOFINSKIY WAS IN EXPANSIVE, RELAXED MOOD THROUGHOUT 
45-MINUTE MEETING AND NOTE OF ANNOYANCE CREPT INTO HIS VOICE 
ONLY WHEN HE ACCUSED CORRESPONDENTS OF CRUDE BEHAVIOR IN REJECTING 
UPDK'S SUGGESTED LEASES. HE OBVIOUSLY IS FULLY CONVERSANT WITH 
SITUATION AND UPSHOT OF HIS REMARKS SEEMS TO BE THAT UPDK MAY NOW BE 
READY TO MEET WITH CORRESPONDENTS INDIVIDUALLY (WITH PRESUMABLE 
SAME AIM OF TRYING TO FORCE WEAKER BUREAUS TO CAPITULATE 
AND SET PRECEDENTS FOR OTHER MEDIA). WE WILL PASS SOFINSKIY'S 
OBSERVATIONS ON TO PRIME MOVERS AMONG LOCAL CORRESPONDENTS AND 
AWAIT HIS REPORT ON HIS APPROACH TO KUZNETSOV. NOTE: IN MOVE 
THAT MAY DRIVE LARGE WEDGE IN ANY ATTEMPT BY CORRESPONDENTS TO HANG 
TOGETHER, WE UNDERSTAND "NEW YORK TIMES" BUREAU CHIEF HAS RECEIVED 
INSTRUCTIONS TO PAY INCREASED RENT WITHOUT QUESTION SINCE NO ISSUE 
OF "FREEDOM OF THE PRESS" IS INVOLVED. TOON 
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